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An Automotive Borescope Buyers Guide

Automotive borescopes allow you to examine the innards of your car's engine without taking it
apart. Learn what to look for in an automotive borescope.
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An automotive borescope is an inspection tool that allows
you to check out machines for repair and maintenance in
locations that are not accessible by direct vision. It consists of
an optical relay and fiberoptic wires, lenses and glasses. This
allows you to feed the tube through an opening and see inside
an assembly or under a large object without disassembling or
moving it. Some borescopes can be equipped with various tool
attachments to allow you to do some type of work while you
are inside.

Types of Borescopes

There are two main types of borescopes, based on the type of tube used, rigid and
flexible. Rigid borescopes tends to be the less expensive type. They are also more
limited in application. The ability to bend and twist a flexible borescope around corners
and objects makes it far more useful in automotive applications. In addition to these
basic types, there is also the added option to record on video. A video borescope allows
you to record and will come in handy if you want to double check yourself after an
inspection.

Flexible boroscopes.These boroscopes are specially designed for small,
inaccessible areas. They have a long fiberoptic cable that is made up of
thousands of small fiberoptic bundles tied together. These cables are really
delicate and they provide high resolution and detailed images to the viewer.
Another advantage is that the cable is extremely flexible and can be inserted in
the smallest place possible for detailed images. The average cost of the model will
depend on the brand and additional accessories that you add on to the
instrument. They usually cost between $200 and $600, depending on the model
and use of the instrument

Rigid boroscopes.These boroscopes are not as versitile the flexible variety, but
they offer additional advantages to the user. These are most commonly used to
inspect simple straight compartments like fuel injectors, inside gun barrels,
automotive cylinders and hydraulic manifold bodies. They tend to have higher
resolution than flexable boroscopes. These will cost about $100 to $600,
depending on the additional accessories attached to the base instrument

Video boroscopes. These are very effective in creating permanent records of
the inspected machine. The video boroscope has a direct CCD on the tip of the
probe that makes it easy to record a picture on a high resolution monitor. This
variety tends to be very expensive, ranging from $1,200 to $2,000 or more

Applications
Borescopes are extremely useful in automotive work. If you can pull the spark plug out
of an engine, it can give you enough clearance to get your borescope in and inspect for
wear or anything else you need to see without taking the engine apart. You can also use
a borescope to track your way around and through parts of the engine to find a leak. It
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can be put into a radiator to look for leaks or blockage. If you've ever dropped a tool or
bolt under a car, you know how frustrating and difficult it can be to get it back. A
borescope with a magnet attachment can bring back any metal object without needing to
get under or stretch to reach.

Features You'll Want
If you can afford to get the flexible borescope, buy it. A rigid borescope has its
applications, but there are so many other times where it just won't do the job. Get a
borescope kit that comes with a number of attachments. You should at least get a
borescope that allows you to buy attachments for later. Pixelation is one of the most
important specifications for a borescope. The higher the number, the more accurately
you can see with it. Never buy one with a pixelation of less than 10,000. Also, get one
that is small enough to reach into whatever sort of apertures you'll find necessary.

Related Questions and Answers

Can You Use a Fiberscope Rental for a Car Project that Needs a Boroscope?

Fiberscope Rental is possible for all kinds of car projects. A flexible fiberscope or a rigid
fiberscope is ideal for checking out the inaccessible parts of a car's engine. You will find
fiberscope equipment rentals at sites like the following. Atlasinspection.com rents out
different kinds of commercial fiberscopes and boroscopes for personal and commercial
uses. Check with the website to find out the rental rates. The instrument is delivered
right to your home. ThomasNet.com has a complete directory of fiberscope suppliers
and renters. You can get in touch with each individually to get the best rate. Globalspec
provides engineering goods for engineers and companies who require the goods. Rates
and delivery modes will vary with supplier. Check with a dealer or rental agent before
signing the contract.

0 Comments     Email         

Related Articles

When Should You Replace Brake Lines?
Car Battery Cable Replacement Made Simple
Muscle Car Restoration: A Beginner's Guide
How to Tell If You Have a Faulty Engine Bearing
3 Reasons to Buy a Hardtop Convertible

0 Comments CarsDirect  Login1

 Share⤤ Sort by Best

Start the discussion…

Be the first to comment.

Subscribe✉ Add Disqus to your site Add Disqus Addd Privacyὑ�

 Recommend

The 5 Best Tire Companies Out There
Car Tire Repair  December 30, 2015

5 Signs That Your Car
Needs a Transmission
Flush
Transmission Repair  May 18,
2015

Winter Tires: What They
Are and Who Needs Them
Car Tire Repair  November 5,
2014

Unique Facts about a Jaguar Oil Change
Oil Change  June 10, 2014

4 Common Issues with a Volkswagen
Transmission
Transmission Repair  June 10, 2014

Research Cars

Select a Make

Select a Model

Year Research

http://www.atlas-inspection.com/fiberscope-rentals.html
http://www.thomasnet.com/products/fiberscope-rental-28324507-1.html
http://www.globalspec.com/industrial-directory/borescope_fiberscope
http://www.carsdirect.com/car-repair/when-should-you-replace-brake-lines
http://www.carsdirect.com/car-maintenance/how-to-replace-a-car-battery-cable
http://www.carsdirect.com/car-buying/muscle-car-restoration-how-to-do-it-for-the-cheapest-price-possible
http://www.carsdirect.com/car-repair/how-to-tell-if-you-have-a-faulty-engine-bearing
http://www.carsdirect.com/car-buying/3-reasons-to-buy-a-hardtop-convertible
https://disqus.com/home/forums/carsdirect/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://disqus.com/
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=carsdirect&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/1657951?utm_source=disqus&utm_medium=embed-footer&utm_content=privacy-btn
http://www.carsdirect.com/car-repair/5-most-common-signs-that-your-car-needs-a-transmission-flush
http://www.carsdirect.com/car-repair/winter-tires-what-they-are-and-who-needs-them
http://www.carsdirect.com/car-repair/the-7-best-tire-companies-out-there
http://www.carsdirect.com/car-repair/5-most-common-signs-that-your-car-needs-a-transmission-flush
http://www.carsdirect.com/car-repair/winter-tires-what-they-are-and-who-needs-them
http://www.carsdirect.com/car-repair/unique-facts-about-a-jaguar-oil-change
http://www.carsdirect.com/car-repair/4-common-issues-with-a-volkswagen-transmission
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=ChVzgKPqjVunuGMenhAT3rpHoBOTS8tUHrIqFmLgCwI23ARABIL-b5glgybbEjNik4BGgAcyR5t4DyAEJqAMBqgStAU_QwGOi9jii8T5vMIcUm_Uaqqzh2uyI9v3uxn1tTn-JZUhvxrLrWgTh-eifBstKWO1cvz-jCCxXbWoIBdLkr6DddHqZkFImXY1djkXrT7J9KEsozxBVb7-ev7Uxkx7UZ9UUU3AHwaxR1HqpteihzkxQsHo26CnXmEJ3l8e6y8wLXGZcPDLBlR6HKqZEUxUYiYYfTZvBk8E5AeIKknazLiUwHWspv9ZU03pVk3ipiAYBoAYRgAec7pkhqAemvhvYBwDYEwg&num=1&cid=5GgwGKw-XD4o3PydoUtQNaQs&sig=AOD64_1AFO19_mKROPhpiGH0YnMLc9DWXg&client=ca-ib_autocont_sede_1&adurl=https://ad.atdmt.com/c/go;p=11252200398740;as=0;a=11252200463397;crs=11252200463388;cr=11252200463390;i.ts=1453586984


New Cars | Used Cars | How It Works | Auto Loans | Car TradeIns | Car Insurance | Sell Used Car

Affiliate Program |Advertising Opportunities |Buy Auto Leads |About Us |Contact Us |Need Help? |Mobile |Terms of Use |Privacy |Cookie Policy | Jobs

CARSDIRECT IS AN INTERNET BRANDS COMPANY. COPYRIGHT 19992016

Ads by Google
Save $20 On Replacements
Use DK20 & Schedule Online.
Safelite Repair, Safelite Replace!
www.safelite.com/DK20
Cheap Extended Warranty
Get Free Quote from Local Extended
Car Warranty Provider  Contact Now
extendedcarwarranty.autocarenow.com
Smog Coupons/DMV Services
We accept smog check coupons!

http://www.carsdirect.com/new_cars/search
http://www.carsdirect.com/used_cars/search
http://www.carsdirect.com/how-it-works
http://www.carsdirect.com/auto-loans/
http://www.carsdirect.com/tradein/about_tradeins_tab
http://www.carsdirect.com/car-insurance/
http://www.carsdirect.com/sell-cars/
http://affiliate.carsdirect.com/
http://www.carsdirect.com/the-company/advertise
http://connect.carsdirect.com/
http://www.carsdirect.com/the-company
http://www.carsdirect.com/the-company/contact-us
http://www.carsdirect.com/help/buying
http://m.carsdirect.com/
http://www.carsdirect.com/the-company/terms-of-use
http://www.internetbrands.com/privacy
http://www.internetbrands.com/privacy/cookie-policy.html
http://tbe.taleo.net/NA5/ats/careers/jobSearch.jsp?org=CARSDIRECT&cws=1
https://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.carsdirect.com/car-repair/an-automotive-borescope-buyers-guide%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-ib_autocont_sede_1%26hideleadgen%3D1%26ai0%3DCxqCTKPqjVt3KB5CkhAS2_7KYCYLk4rMIsqPBhPEBwI23ARABIL-b5gkoBWDJtsSM2KTgEaABgpbt_APIAQGoAwGqBKcBT9DxBDtA3C_QjQA_efBQsHCatIIYVPB0L_XiAmJ4M17-27VHYlxUWFH02_4MdDIS9qHU0AADeVucyULMIWZPx0dfPQUzjIVli9L9ND4-X-IpY80TZvY0H3NIOGNXmLgDEDPDeGB1M3Xd6GgsJ-s78erAg8LxTJhNzLs9QxISqnIF5rIff1xFq8FA_FF0cl3GNPgR8c9JIFvG3jJWGviykJyk1JNRrRqIBgGAB-bpkgOoB6a-G9gHAQ%26ai1%3DCAFWUKPqjVt3KB5CkhAS2_7KYCcL01JMHsuvDzIMCo-6r4QMQAiC_m-YJKAVgybbEjNik4BGgAd7dytQDyAEBqAMBqgSqAU_Q4T9uQN8v0I0AP3nwULBwmrSCGFTwdC_14gJieDNe_tu1R2JcVFhR9Nv-DHQyEvah1NAAA3lbnMlCzCFmT8dHXz0FM4yFZYvS_TQ-Pl_iKWPNE2b2NB9zSDhjV5i4AxAzw3hgdTN13ehoLCfrO_HqwIPC8UyYBcwIJ8i8KRjF7w0ul5a3zHMqtiZQwXGbcze85PJfvCML891yYxn4RZWcRtR5fhbEOl7UiAYBgAeKorUrqAemvhvYBwE%26ai2%3DC8Xw2KPqjVt3KB5CkhAS2_7KYCcq87_sHuuTl3LsCl_Hz_QgQAyC_m-YJKAVgybbEjNik4BHIAQGoAwGqBKcBT9DhAylA3i_QjQA_efBQsHCatIIYVPB0L_XiAmJ4M17-27VHYlxUWFH02_4MdDIS9qHU0AADeVucyULMIWZPx0dfPQUzjIVli9L9ND4-X-IpY80TZvY0H3NIOGNXmLgDEDPDeGB1M3Xd6GgsJ-s78erAg8LxTJhNzMtBahYSqnIF5rIff1xFq8FA_FF0cl3GNPgR8c9JIFvG3jJWGviykJyk1JN7_zKAB7K6kCyoB6a-G9gHAdgTCg%26ai3%3DCpgoHKPqjVt3KB5CkhAS2_7KYCc3OrZoHxcCC5scCl_Hz_QgQBCC_m-YJKAVgybbEjNik4BGgAcPbjcYDyAEBqAMBqgSqAU_Q0XUrQNgv0I0AP3nwULBwmrSCGFTwdC_14gJieDNe_tu1R2JcVFhR9Nv-DHQyEvah1NAAA3lbnMlCzCFmT8dHXz0FM4yFZYvS_TQ-Pl_iKWPNE2b2NB9zSDhjV5i4AxAzw3hgdTN13ehoLCfrO_HqwIPC8UyYBcwIJ8jzLAm07w0ul5a3zHMqtiZQwXGbcze85PJfvCML891yYxn4RZWcRtR5fhbbLybCiAYBgAelpPI5qAemvhvYBwHYEwo%26ai4%3DColfWKPqjVt3KB5CkhAS2_7KYCcrshL4HmquFr_EBpb7EuwQQBSC_m-YJKAVgybbEjNik4BHIAQGoAwGqBKoBT9CxTTlA2S_QjQA_efBQsHCatIIYVPB0L_XiAmJ4M17-27VHYlxUWFH02_4MdDIS9qHU0AADeVucyULMIWZPx0dfPQUzjIVli9L9ND4-X-IpY80TZvY0H3NIOGNXmLgDEDPDeGB1M3Xd6GgsJ-s78erAg8LxTJgFzAgnyJQrGJnvDS6XlrfMcyq2JlDBcZtzN7zk8l-8Iwvz3XJjGfhFlZxG1Hl-Fpx9PciAB9rjiDCoB6a-G9gHAQ&usg=AFQjCNE6g2kWF75oowjVCbhexYr02pzXbA
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CxqCTKPqjVt3KB5CkhAS2_7KYCYLk4rMIsqPBhPEBwI23ARABIL-b5gkoBWDJtsSM2KTgEaABgpbt_APIAQGoAwGqBKcBT9DxBDtA3C_QjQA_efBQsHCatIIYVPB0L_XiAmJ4M17-27VHYlxUWFH02_4MdDIS9qHU0AADeVucyULMIWZPx0dfPQUzjIVli9L9ND4-X-IpY80TZvY0H3NIOGNXmLgDEDPDeGB1M3Xd6GgsJ-s78erAg8LxTJhNzLs9QxISqnIF5rIff1xFq8FA_FF0cl3GNPgR8c9JIFvG3jJWGviykJyk1JNRrRqIBgGAB-bpkgOoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&cid=5GgDFEvH6nswxdlqgmWTvsej&sig=AOD64_3hAeY3AibT52_RkRk6x5KjFBAyCg&client=ca-ib_autocont_sede_1&adurl=http://1166.xg4ken.com/trk/v1%3Fprof%3D616%26camp%3D88422%26affcode%3Dkw182%26kct%3Dgoogle%26kchid%3D7719834747%26cid%3D64645140674%26networkType%3Dcontent%26kdv%3Dc%26criteriaid%3Dkwd-61319771%26adgroupid%3D14522913314%26campaignid%3D213577634%26locphy%3D9010658%26adpos%3Dnone%26url%3Dhttps://bs.serving-sys.com/BurstingPipe/adServer.bs%3Fcn%3Dtf%26c%3D20%26mc%3Dclick%26pli%3D12880176%26PluID%3D0%26ord%3D64645140674%26rtu%3D%24%24http://www.safelite.com/comp20/%3Fpromo%3DDK20%26utm_source%3DGOOGLE%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DSCM%2B-%2BTop%2BPerformers%26utm_term%3Dauto%2520glass%2520repair%24%24
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CxqCTKPqjVt3KB5CkhAS2_7KYCYLk4rMIsqPBhPEBwI23ARABIL-b5gkoBWDJtsSM2KTgEaABgpbt_APIAQGoAwGqBKcBT9DxBDtA3C_QjQA_efBQsHCatIIYVPB0L_XiAmJ4M17-27VHYlxUWFH02_4MdDIS9qHU0AADeVucyULMIWZPx0dfPQUzjIVli9L9ND4-X-IpY80TZvY0H3NIOGNXmLgDEDPDeGB1M3Xd6GgsJ-s78erAg8LxTJhNzLs9QxISqnIF5rIff1xFq8FA_FF0cl3GNPgR8c9JIFvG3jJWGviykJyk1JNRrRqIBgGAB-bpkgOoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&cid=5GgDFEvH6nswxdlqgmWTvsej&sig=AOD64_3hAeY3AibT52_RkRk6x5KjFBAyCg&client=ca-ib_autocont_sede_1&adurl=http://1166.xg4ken.com/trk/v1%3Fprof%3D616%26camp%3D88422%26affcode%3Dkw182%26kct%3Dgoogle%26kchid%3D7719834747%26cid%3D64645140674%26networkType%3Dcontent%26kdv%3Dc%26criteriaid%3Dkwd-61319771%26adgroupid%3D14522913314%26campaignid%3D213577634%26locphy%3D9010658%26adpos%3Dnone%26url%3Dhttps://bs.serving-sys.com/BurstingPipe/adServer.bs%3Fcn%3Dtf%26c%3D20%26mc%3Dclick%26pli%3D12880176%26PluID%3D0%26ord%3D64645140674%26rtu%3D%24%24http://www.safelite.com/comp20/%3Fpromo%3DDK20%26utm_source%3DGOOGLE%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DSCM%2B-%2BTop%2BPerformers%26utm_term%3Dauto%2520glass%2520repair%24%24
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CAFWUKPqjVt3KB5CkhAS2_7KYCcL01JMHsuvDzIMCo-6r4QMQAiC_m-YJKAVgybbEjNik4BGgAd7dytQDyAEBqAMBqgSqAU_Q4T9uQN8v0I0AP3nwULBwmrSCGFTwdC_14gJieDNe_tu1R2JcVFhR9Nv-DHQyEvah1NAAA3lbnMlCzCFmT8dHXz0FM4yFZYvS_TQ-Pl_iKWPNE2b2NB9zSDhjV5i4AxAzw3hgdTN13ehoLCfrO_HqwIPC8UyYBcwIJ8i8KRjF7w0ul5a3zHMqtiZQwXGbcze85PJfvCML891yYxn4RZWcRtR5fhbEOl7UiAYBgAeKorUrqAemvhvYBwE&num=2&cid=5GgDFEvH6nswxdlqgmWTvsej&sig=AOD64_1mpKzreORBSYSuChM7nHrVkHeH4A&client=ca-ib_autocont_sede_1&adurl=http://www.autocarenow.com%3FSRC%3DGOOGLE%26Pub_ID%3Ddisplay%26Sub_ID%3Dbest%2520used%2520car%2520warranty%2520companies
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CAFWUKPqjVt3KB5CkhAS2_7KYCcL01JMHsuvDzIMCo-6r4QMQAiC_m-YJKAVgybbEjNik4BGgAd7dytQDyAEBqAMBqgSqAU_Q4T9uQN8v0I0AP3nwULBwmrSCGFTwdC_14gJieDNe_tu1R2JcVFhR9Nv-DHQyEvah1NAAA3lbnMlCzCFmT8dHXz0FM4yFZYvS_TQ-Pl_iKWPNE2b2NB9zSDhjV5i4AxAzw3hgdTN13ehoLCfrO_HqwIPC8UyYBcwIJ8i8KRjF7w0ul5a3zHMqtiZQwXGbcze85PJfvCML891yYxn4RZWcRtR5fhbEOl7UiAYBgAeKorUrqAemvhvYBwE&num=2&cid=5GgDFEvH6nswxdlqgmWTvsej&sig=AOD64_1mpKzreORBSYSuChM7nHrVkHeH4A&client=ca-ib_autocont_sede_1&adurl=http://www.autocarenow.com%3FSRC%3DGOOGLE%26Pub_ID%3Ddisplay%26Sub_ID%3Dbest%2520used%2520car%2520warranty%2520companies
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=C8Xw2KPqjVt3KB5CkhAS2_7KYCcq87_sHuuTl3LsCl_Hz_QgQAyC_m-YJKAVgybbEjNik4BHIAQGoAwGqBKcBT9DhAylA3i_QjQA_efBQsHCatIIYVPB0L_XiAmJ4M17-27VHYlxUWFH02_4MdDIS9qHU0AADeVucyULMIWZPx0dfPQUzjIVli9L9ND4-X-IpY80TZvY0H3NIOGNXmLgDEDPDeGB1M3Xd6GgsJ-s78erAg8LxTJhNzMtBahYSqnIF5rIff1xFq8FA_FF0cl3GNPgR8c9JIFvG3jJWGviykJyk1JN7_zKAB7K6kCyoB6a-G9gHAdgTCg&num=3&sig=AOD64_3SQkI_dxl5GTTn1_1sYb27lcOVmg&client=ca-ib_autocont_sede_1&adurl=http://www.smogplusdmv.com/

